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WHY CAN’T I? 

It just makes me want to give up!  When I learned of the breakup of Jon & Kate, the 

adultery of Gov. Sanford and the nine month affair of Sen. John Ensign, it just felt like 

the straw that broke the camelôs back.  After all, these are supposed to be good people.  

They are people that we look to as examples to us of leadership, moral fiber and fam-

ily.  If they can abandon their values, why canôt I? 

     It seems as though not a day goes by that something does not happen that threatens 

to shatter our faith and cause us to abandon our values.  Someone disappoints us or 

letôs us down or we discover their dark side.  It makes it hard for us to continue in our 

walk as Christians.  It makes it difficult for us to hold on to our values and remain an-

chored in our beliefs.  It sends us into a spiritual tizzy.  After all, if others are drifting 

from the right in life, why canôt I?  Why canôt I be like everyone else? 

     Is there right in life?  Are there unchangeable values that we should live?  Is there 

unshakable truth grounded outside our feelings and in an eternal God?  That is the 

question for our generation.  Our generation rests right and wrong in what feels good.  

If it feels right it must be right for the moment and if it feels bad it must be wrong for 

the moment.  Our generation allows this eternal compass to guide us through life. 

     Such a practice as this is called ñSituation Ethicsò.  This means that the situation determines right and wrong.  In 

Situation Ethics there is no black and white in life or concrete right and wrong.  Each situation is different for us and 

so in each situation we must determine what feels like the right thing to do and what feels like the wrong thing that 

we should not do. 

     No wonder we are so mixed up with our eternal compass spinning wildly out of control!  One moment we feel 

something is right and the next we feel it wrong.  One moment it is important for Jon and Kate to be together for the 

sake of the family and in the next it is important for them to divorce for the same reason.  One moment it is important 

for Gov. Sanford or Sen. Ensign to find love in the arms of another and the next it is not.  Our generation is wildly out 

of control because we have given up our values and allowed ourselves to drift from God. 

    If everyone else is doing it, why canôt I?  Living life wildly out of control seems so tempting.  Doing things based 

on how it makes me feel seems so inviting.  Living by my own internal compass, becoming my own god, seems so 

much easier than anchoring my life to a Holy God.  Why canôt I live like everyone else?  They seem to be getting 

along fine, at least until they are caught. 

     Life has a way of catching up to us.  When we are spinning out of control, life has a way of clobbering us as it has 

Jon & Kate, Gov. Sanford and Sen. John Ensign.  Life has a way of bringing storms our way and when we are not 

anchored in something outside ourselves, we are blown away. 

     We are designed to be anchored in values and beliefs outside ourselves!  We are created to be living in the shadow 

of the Creator.  We are made to be a people under God, connected to His Spirit and living by His Holiness!  Only in 

this way can we find true life! 

     Why canôt I give up and live the way of the world?  Because I am not created that way and life will not let me live 

that way.  If I want to find true life and stand the test of time I need to be anchored in the Holy God who gives to me 

the values and beliefs founded in holiness for living life!  For as Paul says, ñBut you are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9 (NRSV)  

                                                                       In service to Jesus Christ, 

                                                                       Dennis Baker. Lead Pastor 
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MILDRED BUTLER CIRCLE 

Monday, July 20th 

            The van will leave Coburn at 11:45a.m. 

with lunch provided at the Java House.  Tour   

and shopping at 5B's and Lumi-Lite Candles to 

follow.  RSVP by July 15th to Betty Wiechert     

at 452-6673. 

 

 

 

Our sympathies are extended to Boyd Mitchell and his 

family on the sudden death of his brother-in-law, 

Charles Corwin. 

 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Nancy 

Walker who passed away recently. 

 

Our sympathy is extended to Carl Zimmerman and fam-

ily in the recent death of his sister-in-law Rosemary 

Zimmerman. 

 

Our sympathy is offered to Jim Dunkle in the death of 

his brother Ed Dunkle. 

 

Our sympathies are extended to Carol Wilhelm and  

Stacey Russell on the passing of their aunt Sandra 

Wise. 

 

We send our sympathy to Donna Price and her family 

on the sudden death of her husband Charles Price .  

 

In memory of Nancy Walker 

                Gary Hoover 

                Aleta Hoover 

                Roy & Jeanette White 

                C.A. Weber 

                Joyce Richards 

 

 

 

 

 

Coburn Scholarship Fund 
 

Lolita Burt made a donation in  honor of  

Pastor Doris Flynn. 

 

Come one, come all to the Coburn Family Picnic 

When:  Sunday July 19, 2009 ~ 1:00ï 5:00 pm 

Where:  YMCA Park (formerly Armco Park) Adams Lane 

Hamburgers & Hot dogs will be furnished.  Bring your 

own table service, and a dish to share based on your last 

name, as follows: 

A-E Salads 

F-J  Desserts 

K-O Main dishes 

P-T Vegetables 

U-Z  Drinks & buns 
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 Itôs time to sign up for the July senior trip, which will be Tuesday, July 7th.  We 

will be touring the Governorôs Mansion and the Ohio Statehouse.  Weôll also meet with 

State Representative Troy Balderson.  There is no cost for the tours, although they do accept 

donations.  For security purposes we must provide the Governorôs Mansion with a list of 

names a week in advance and you must have a photo ID that day.  There will be time for 

  

             "We Made The Big Screen" 

       Thanks to your work and generosity, the Coburn Youth and United Methodist Women were mentioned 

during Bishop Ough's "Episcopal Address" to the Annual Conference!  One hundred sixteen School Kits were 

delivered to Lakeside!  What an amazing feat due to the challenge of the youth, the hard work of the ladies 

who sewed and sewed, the individuals and VEP Class of monetary donations,  donations of time in securing 

contributions from Staples and CVS Pharmacy, contributions of the contents from you as church family, and 

the youth putting the kits together. THANK YOU !! 

 

             Thank you to Alaina Hickman and R.J. Weidlich who attended and participated fully and well at  

Annual Conference as District Youth Members and of course, Carly Farmer who faithfully represents the con-

gregation. I know that you will hear more at some future time about the many wonderful events.  

June 28 is rapidly approaching and my emotions are, fragile at best.  Know that you are loved dearly by Gary 
and me.  We pray that we've pleased God as we've done our best to serve Him by serving you.  

                                                                                                                                 In His Love and Service, 

                                                                                                                                             Pastor Doris 

 

       Itôs hard to believe that the year is half over.  It seems like the Snowbirds no sooner return, and theyôre mak-

ing plans to leave again.  Oh well, we do have fun while theyôre here.  June 18th was the first Senior trip of the 

summer and we had a wonderful time!  We toured óBehaltô in Berlin, OH.  óBehaltò is a 10 X 265 foot circular 

mural that depicts the Amish and Mennonites history.  Itôs very interesting to learn of their faith and culture.  I 

hope you will have the opportunity to visit , if you havenôt already, and come away with a better understanding 

of ñthe gentle peopleò. 

       Our seniors are some of the most busy, fun loving, involved people I know.  Makes me tired just thinking of 

all they do.  Theyôre already making preparations for the fair, you can find some of them knitting & crocheting 

Prayer shawls, keeping our landscaping looking topnotch, helping to plan our senior trips, just to name a few.  

We have much we can learn from them and their life experiences.  Why donôt you connect with a senior and see 

how your life is enriched.   

                                                                                                       In Christ Service, 

                                                                                                     Roxanne Watts (Senior Adult Ministry) 



B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  F O R  A U G U S T  
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 1.      Allen Knight  

 2.     Tanner Baughman, Vanessa Ashcraft  

 3.     Heath & Danielle White (w),   Bill Alexander  

 4.     Florence Myers  

 5.     Woody Hunt,  Cathy Blair,  Summer Sands,  Ron Hogue  

         Victoria Miller -Reed,  Garry & Connie Driggs (w)  

 6.     Ron Haslett,  Joan Hennen  

 7.     Jessica Huffman,  Dean Baughman, Jackson Cooper  

 8.     Cinda Cooper,   Kathryn Johnson,  Jacob Ball  

 9.     Brad Mercer  

10.    Alice Baldwin,  Ron & Alice Baldwin (w), Betsy Combs  

11.   Susan Russell, Janice Schmidt, Leah Miller, Kernisity White, Chad Farmer  

12.   Sandy Dougherty,  Dale Hogue  

13.   Wendy King,  Bob Ritchie,   Christopher & Molly Martin (w)  

14.   Lolita Burt  

15.   Roy Mosure,  Paul & Sharon Ross (w)  

16.   Melissa Best,  Larry & Janet Lynn (w),  Frances Zellar  

18.   Nancy Phillis,  Sarah Twiggs  

19.   Martha Ball  

20.   Jeanine Busey,  Bea Onstott,  John & Cinda  Cooper (w)  

21.   Jeff Howard  

22.   Sarah Fisher,   Sarah McCoid,  Bob & Vickie Ritchie (w), Dorothy Duty  

23    Kelsey Shumaker,  Shannon York,  Melissa Mummey Lyons,  

        Brad & Diane Davis (w)  

24.   Larry Nolan,   Rachel Thomas  

25.   David Buchanan, Carole McNeish,  Kathy Robinson,  David Derwacter  

26    Abby Derwacter  

27.   Kimberly Mautz,  Andy & Beth Burt (w),  James & Marjorie Dickson (w),     

````````Verna Stilwell  

28.   Wilbur Rambo  

29.   Bob Howard,  Kylie Robinson,  Tom & Eva Sieber (w)  

        Mark & Cathy Lenhart (w)  

30.  

31.  
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Letter of thanks to my church family: 

 

Although I have been away for a few years, I still feel incredibly blessed to have had such a loving 

church family back at home. You were there at the beginning of my journey of furthering my education and 

you have continued to be there for me through thoughts and prayers. 

I would like to also thank you for your cards and prayers during that difficult time last year after my car 

accident. 

Words cannot express how grateful I am to our sovereign Lord for blessing me with a wonderful and 

compassionate church family. 

As I continue my journey into the next chapter of my life, I want to thank you all for loving and support-

ing me throughout it all and I want you to know I will always consider you as my church family.   

                                                                                                                  Thank you 

                                                         In His name,  Summer Sands 

 

Thank you Coburn Church for the gifts brought by Deedee Speakman and Kathy Zimmerman, a 

lovely yellow shawl (hand-crocheted), a bird feeder and a candle from the children.  We had a nice meeting 

and shared "Holy Communion".                                                                                         ~ Gainel Rogers 

 

Jeff Hickman & family would like to thank our church family for all the cards and prayers during Jeffôs 

recent surgery and convalescence. 

 

Dear Gentlemen, 

 I am sending my sincere thanks for all your hard work preparing and serving the Mother-

Daughter dinner.  It was delicious and appreciated!            ~ Sincerely,  Gwen Mendenhall  

 

Thank you for thinking of me and my family.  The beautiful prayer shawl is a comforting reminder of 

the prayers and loving support of so many.  We are so blessed and so grateful.  Sadie is doing very well.  

Praise God!  God is answering our prayers.  Continue to keep her in your prayers.  God bless each one of 

you.                                 

                                                                                                                 With Love, Judy Wilkins  
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Our congratulations and apologies go out to Roberta Stafford and Matt Hamm, as they were 

inadvertently left out of the June newsletter as two of our newest members. 

 Roberta is employed by Zanesville City Schools and comes to us as a transfer from South 

Zanesville Nazarene Church. 

 Matt joins us by Confession of Faith.  Matt is employed in sales and financing by 

Coughlin Automotive and is married to Lisa, with one son, Derek.                                                  

Welcome to the Coburn Church Family  

         MARILYNôS NEW BOOK IS 

HERE ~ The third in a series of devotional 

books is hot off the press.  

Many Moments with 

Marilyn is a collection of 

125 two page devotionals.  

The book is 285 pages 

and sells for $14.95.  The 

others in the series that are available from 

Marilyn or can be purchased at New Begin-

nings Book Store are Moments with 

Marilyn and More Moments with Marilyn 

($14.95).  Prayers from the Heart is also 

available for $12.95 and is a collection of 

100 prayers on a variety of 21st century con-

cerns.  Why not get your copy now.  You 

may email or call Marilyn at                          

mapleaf@ee.net or 452-8030. 

 

        YOUTH COORDINATOR NEEDED:  The 

Coburn United Methodist Church is seeking a per-

son for part time employment as our Youth Ministry 

Coordinator.  This person will be responsible for 

youth ministries including the Coburn Crew, Youth 

Mission Trip, Camping Ministries and other youth 

activities.  For more information or a job description 

please contact the church office at 454-0186.  Re-

sumes must be received by July 12. 

 

           EDUCATION AND CHILDRENôS MIN-

ISTRY COORDINATOR:  The Coburn United 

Methodist Church is seeking a person for part time 

employment as the Education and Childrenôs Minis-

try Coordinator.  This person will be responsible for 

Christian Education of Coburn children through 

adults and the childrenôs ministries which include 

SPLASH, Latchkey Ministries, Nursery, Junior 

Church, and Acolytes.  For more information or a 

job description please contact the church office at 

454-0186.  Resumes must be received by July 12.  

Thank you! 

  

                                       In service to Jesus Christ, 

                                                         Dennis Baker 

                              Coburn United Methodist Church 

                                                        Zanesville, Ohio 

mailto:mapleaf@ee.net




3618 N. Maple Ave. 

Zanesville, OH 43701 

 

Phone: 740-454-0186 

Fax: 740-454-4880 

E-mail: office@coburnumc.org 

 

C O B U R N  U N I T E D  

M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

Visit us on the Web: 

www.coburnumc.org 

Non -Profit Organization  

U.S. Postage Paid  

Permit No. 245  

Zanesville, OH 43701  

 

Return Service  Requested  

Please Mark your calendar for August 16-22.  This is Fair week.  Please help our church to con-

tinue funding outreach projects.  Your help is needed at the Fair Stand.  Sign up to work a few 

hours during Fair Week.  Sign-up sheets will be available Sunday at both services. 

 

 

With Our Love and Thanksgiving 

 Gary and I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful cards thinking of us as we re-

tire!  We appreciate so much your love and care.  You will always be in our prayers.  We'll see 

you when we aren't visiting our children, grandson, and visiting Meadow Farm.  What a blessing 

these years have been. 

                                    With our love and thanks, 

                                                                                                                     In His love and service, 

                                                                                                                        Gary & Pastor Doris 


