
 
        WHY CHRISTMAS? 

     Why Christmas?  What is the purpose of Christmas?  Is it presents?  Is it holiday 
cheer?  Is it family?  Is it lights, decorations and shopping?  Is it Santa Clause, rein-
deer and children on Christmas morning?  Is it the practice of good will towards oth-
ers?  Is it worship?  Why Christmas?  What is the purpose of Christmas?  That is the 
theme we will explore in the weeks of Advent. 

      

Advent is that Christian season of days before Christmas.  Advent is Latin for “The 
Coming” and begins the Sunday nearest St. Andrews Day, November 30, and contin-
ues until Christmas Day.  Advent is the season of expectancy as Christians look to-
ward Christmas.  It is that season of preparation that causes us to ask, “Why Christ-
mas?” or “What is the purpose of Christmas?” 

 

Rick Warren says that the purpose of Christmas is “Celebration”, “Salvation”, and “Reconciliation”.  But what does 
all that mean for me and mine?  Together, in the season of Advent we will explore this question for our lives. 

 

I pray you will make a special effort to participate in Church throughout the season of Advent as you prepare for 
Christmas!  I hope that you will make this Christmas a more meaningful Christmas for you and those you love by 
exploring deep into the meaning of Christmas.  I pray we all will see Christmas in a new and more precious light 
this year! 

 

Perhaps this economic recession we are in right now is a way for us to slow down and reflect upon the true mean-
ing of Christmas.  Perhaps, in the past, we have focused to much on the shopping, pretty lights, and other trap-
pings of the holiday to explore deep into our soul as to what Christmas really is.  Few of us will be able to shop as 

much this year or to party as hard, so I hope we 
will use that time to reflect on “Why Christmas?”  
“What is the purpose of Christmas?” 

 

I believe that Christmas has a far deeper mean-
ing for us than we often accept for our lives.  As 
Christians, and as a Church family, it is our re-
sponsibility to explore that deep meaning.  I chal-
lenge you in this Advent season to do such and 
to discover what God has for you to unwrap and 
discover for your soul this Christmas!  Make this 
Christmas something more than presents, family, 
decorations, Santa Clause, good will and Carols.  
Make it Emmanuel” which means “God with us!” 

 

In service to Jesus Christ, Dennis Baker, Lead Pastor 
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ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

First Sunday of Advent  November 30  Youth Sunday 

Advent Tea  Sunday, November 30  2:30 PM  For all the ladies of our Church 

family 

Community Christmas Tree Lighting  Sunday, November 30 5:00 PM  All wel-

come 

Second Sunday of Advent Sunday December 7  Holy Communion 

Third Sunday of Advent  Sunday December 14  Children’s Christmas Program  

10 AM 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  Sunday December 21 

Christmas Eve Worship  December 24 

Holy Communion at the altar  5:15 PM 

Worship Celebration & Candle Light  6:00 PM 

Christmas Sunday  December 28 



M A N Y  T H A N K S !  P R A I S E  G O D !  
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A big thanks to all of our TRAVELERS—

the soaps, shampoos and all the toilet-

ries are so vital to our community to 

help them to be clean and feel good.  

They are all very thankful for us recy-

cling these products to them.  I just 

delivered a package to Eastside Minis-

try, Transitions, and to our Free Store 

at LifeWell.  

Thank you, Sandy Hamilton  

     Thanks to the Coburn Family and 

friends for the out pouring of sympa-

thy and support with Sharon 

Baughman’s passing.  Thanks to the 

Coburn United Methodist Women for 

the meal after the service and your 

time and effort in preparation.  It was 

much appreciated.   

 

The Baughman & Boyer families 

Special Thanks—We thank the 

Junior worship and Pre-School 

Junior Worship children for par-

ticipating in All Saints’ Day and 

making the flags of victory for 

the worship service.  Thanks to 

the leaders, Kathy LeMasters, 

Sandy, Leah, and Laura Miller. 

Thank you for the 

love, support, care 

and prayers for the 

loss of my grandson 

and to celebrate my 

birthday.   

 

Betty Wiechert 

Coburn Members: 

Thank you for the 

care package! It 

means so much to 

me that my church 

family still thinks 

about me and keep 

me in their prayers.  

Thanks again, God 

Bless & Go Bucks!  

Cat Caw 

Dear Coburn Family, I 

just wanted to thank you 

for taking the time to 

make me a care pack-

age.  I’m very apprecia-

tive for your thoughtful-

ness & it always bright-

ens my day!  

With love, Kelsey 

Shumaker 

Dear Pastor Doris and Coburn Family, I 

received the thoughtful gift box in the 

mail this week and can’t thank you 

enough for again remembering me even 

in grad school.  We have one more week 

of class and then finals before our long 

break for the holidays.  As always I enjoy 

reading the enclosed letter and keeping 

up with the news from home.  I hope all 

is well there at Coburn and keep you all 

in my prayers just as you pray for us stu-

dents.   

Thank you again, In Christ, Katie Snyder 

Dear Church Family, I just wanted to 

send you a note of thanks for the 

boxes you send to me.  I look forward 

to all the surprises packed inside & so 

do my roommates.  Please let every-

one know how much they are appreci-

ated.  Also thanks for all of your notes 

& prayers.  Love, Olivia Mast 

Thanks to Coburn for the 

beautiful Bible I received 

after Sharon’s passing.  I 

will cherish this gift in 

remembrance of Sharon 

and our Savior.   

Dean Baughman 

I wanted to know how very 

much I appreciate all the 

cards, phone calls and visits 

while I was in good Samari-

tan Hospital, Cedar Hill  and 

now at home.  God has 

been so good to me as have 

all at Coburn Church. Spe-

cial thanks to Pastor Den-

nis, Pastor Doris and 

Yvonne Jackson for all they 

have done for me also.  

Coburn Church has the 

most wonderful and caring 

people I know of and I really 

am so thankful to be a 

member of Coburn Church. 

May God bless everyone.   

Bonnie Harper 
Many thanks for the wonderful meal and facility 

for our 64th Annual Meeting and Banquet.  

Muskingum Soil and Water Conservation District 
Thank you to all who sent cards, 

food, and offered support in the 

loss of Stacey’s mother Kay Elliott. 

Stacey, Matt, and Madeline Russell 

Thanks to all who donated their time and made contributions to the 

food pantry.  This is a wonderful mission provided by Coburn.   

Thanks for your continued support.  Tom and Sally Cover 
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It seems almost impossible that we're planning for Advent and Christmas!  The "Coburn Crew" is in the 
midst of a busy November and planning for December meetings and activities. 

    We thank Alaina Hickman, who created the outstanding powerpoint for the youth presentation at the 
Church Conference on November 9th.  She and R.J. Weidlich made the presentation representing the 
Coburn Crew.  We appreciate their time and work.  The youth filled Operation Christmas Child boxes 
for a boy and girl, will hold their bakesale to provide for shopping for twins, a boy and girl from Adopt a 
Child.  Shopping is always fun for the youth as they purchase gifts for "their children".  Wrapping and 
pizza add to the fun as well.   

    The youth have responsibilities during Advent to help beautify the sanctuary for Christmas by deco-
rating the Christmas tree, and they will participate in the Christmas Tree Lighting.   

    December 14 will be very special as the SPLASH children present their Christmas Pageant.  So 
much work and time have gone into this special event.  We pray that everyone will be present to see 
it.  We thank the Children's Council, the chairperson, Lori Lee, SPLASH choir director Suzanne Burg, 
Chimes director Debbie White and all the parent volunteers, and parents for all they've done to bring 
this special presentation of Christmas to us. The same Sunday we'll enjoy a time of fellowship in the 
Wilson Center Gym as we celebrate the Birthday Party for Jesus.  Please plan to stay after the pageant 
for lunch and celebrate with the children. 

    There will be Christmas Caroling for the Coburn Crew at 5:30 the same evening, December 
14.  Adding to the beauty of Christmas Eve service, the youth will prepare and place the luminaries in 
the parking lot.   

    In all of the busyness, we pray that our hearts will be prepared for the celebration of the birth of Je-
sus.  We don't want to be "broken" by the things we "have to do" like so many of the candy canes left in 
the stores.  Let's take time to enjoy the worship sounds and sights of the Advent season. 

Blessings for a joy filled, Jesus filled Christmas. 

 In His love and service, 

Pastor Doris   

Thank You Sooooo Much! 

The Coburn Crew wants to thank the church family for supporting our Bake Sale in such a wonderful 
way.  We'll have $137.40 to spend on each of our two children.  What a happy Christmas that we’ll help 
to give them.  Your support of your youth is so amazing and so appreciated. 

The Coburn Crew Leaders 

We got the church care package, thank you so much, it brought smiles to our faces and made us feel 
loved.  I miss youth group a lot.  I remember decorating the tree, the Christmas caroling and Angel Tree 
shopping.  I wish that we were home to help out, but we will  be praying for you guys.  I am working with 
a youth group, doing my internship.  I hope that we will be able to do some of the things we did at 

Coburn.   

Love, Michelle (McNabb) Anderson 



B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  F O R  J A N U A R Y  
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INCLEMENT WEATHER 

POLICY  Does our 

church close in bad 

weather?  We will 

close the church 

whenever a level three 

(3) emergency is 

called by law enforce-

ment.  If you have a 

question about 

whether the church is 

closed due to bad 

weather please listen 

to The Promise FM 

89.3 or WHIZ 1240 

AM/102.5 FM. 

         

        

     

         

   

   

       

      

     

       

      

 

       

       

         

      

    

      

    

         

       

         

   

     

  

 

      

     

 

           

  

       

         

    

      

 
 

1. Jody  Coulson 

2. Curt Farmer 

3. Bonnie Banfield,  Beth Burt,  Susan  Dilts 

4. Joni Starkey 

 

6. Carl Wilhelm,  Dustin Best 

       

8. Cindy Harrison,  Abby Baughman,  David Baniski 

9. Regina Burnett,   Roxanne Hardy,  Ray & Nancy Walker (w), Jennifer 

     Channels 

10. Conner McKenzie,  Bob Mahaffey 

      

12. Charles Reynolds,  Ardie Wheeler, Bobbi Farmer 

13. Roe Hildreth,  Larry Nolan 11,  Jensen Hittle 

14. Marsha Shannon,  Robert Manning,  Tim & Joni Starkey (w), Chris Channels 

15. Bernadine Gutridge,  Tammy Lawson 

16. Allison Farmer 

17. Jason Cooper,  Carl  McCloud 

 

19. Lucille Barnhouse,  John Williams,  Kathryn Williams 

20. Ron Ball,  Cheryl Murrey, Laura Reiss,  Tom Maxwell 

21. Ralph Muse.,  Sandy Pisch 

22. Juanita Mitter,  Paige Reiss,  Zack Tabler 

23. Debbie Brown,  Ted Ryan 

24. Greg Clossman,  Jon Shaeffer 

25. George Baughman,  Jessica Busey,  Garry Driggs,  Fred Huntsman, 

       Jacquelin Davis 

26. Joe Watts 

27. Tanya Cornett,  Sierra Brown,  Rose Forsythe 

28. Gary Flynn,  Helen Hupp,  Kyle McPeck 

29. John Blair,  Fred Hoskinson,  Kelly Shinn,  Woodrow McFerren, 

30. Freida Wayne, Michael Brandon 
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    Edna Rae Circle 

December 10     6:00 

Hostess     Christmas Buffet at Olive Garden 

Devotions    Everyone 

Program       Everyone 

 

UMW  NEWS 

November  30th 

Advent Tea   2:30 P.M. 

No regular meeting in December 

SYMPATHIES 

Our sympathy to Stacey Russell & Family in the loss of her mother, Kay Elliott. 

 

The sympathies of Coburn United Methodist are extended to Verna Stillwell in the loss of her 

nephew, Charles Riggle. 

 

Our sympathy to Kelly Fisher and family in the loss of her nephew, Rusty McPeek. 

 

Our sympathy to Andy Tabler and family in the loss of Andy’s stepfather, Danny Doyle, Sr. 

 

Our sympathy to Richard Kreuter in the loss of his niece June Kreuter Watts. 

Marge Imhausen Circle 

December 10th     1:00 

Hostess       Juanita Arter 

Devotions   Doris Flynn 

Program      Doris Flynn 

MILDRED BUTLER CIRCLE 

December 8th      12:30 

Hostess     Iris Eppley (her home) 

Devotions  Betty Wiechert  

Memorial Donations    

In memory of Sharon 

Baughman  by Carlye 

Farmer, Billie Stuck 

Recipes needed-- If you have a good or favorite recipe you would like to share for a Recipe Cookbook in 
January sponsored by Operation Feed with all proceeds going to the area food pantries.  Put your reci-
pes with name and church you represent in the box located in narthex with deadline to turn in by Sunday, 
December 14.  Any Questions see Tom Cover or Call him at 453-8634. 

Collection for Transitions  The Christmas season is fast approaching and your Serving Team wants to help the 
Coburn Family spread the spirit of giving! We are collecting items for Transitions, a shelter for victims of domestic 
violence. Any donations will be welcomed, but they are in need of the following items: 

-       New or used linens 

-       Toiletry items 

-       Paper goods 

-       Personal items (brush, comb, shampoo, deodorant, etc.) 

-       Children items (personal, books, crayons, etc.) 

 Please leave your donations at the Transitions Table outside the Sanctuary.  For more information, please 
contact Tammy Grayson 454-7860. 
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NEWS FROM OUR FINANCE TEAM 

     Thank you for being so generous all through this year especially in this time of economic downturn!  Your giving 

makes a difference in the lives of many and provides the opportunity to transform our world! 

     As we march toward the end of the year, we want to be 100% in our apportioned giving to the general Church.   

With the joblessness, hunger and needs throughout our country and world these mission funds are desperately 

needed to touch the lives of those in need and to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

     To date we have given over $23,000 to the general church.  Our apportioned goal is $55,500 to the conference 

and general church and $9,500 to the work of our Foothills District.  This makes for a total need of $65,000.  To 

complete our giving and be 100% we will need $42,000 by December 31.  That sounds like a lot of money in a short 

time, but when it is divided across the households of our church family it really is very little.  God is challenging us to 

make a difference in our world!  Letʼs do all we can to be Christʼs hands and free to those in desperate need! 

     God has blessed us beyond imagination!  Imagine what God can do with your blessings given to Him!!! 

YEAR-END GIVING 

 

Plan Now 

     With the end of the year rapidly approaching, now is an ideal time to review important financial matters.  Careful plan-

ning today can help you balance your personal and philanthropic goals for the remainder of the year and beyond.  It can 

also help you help your Church family now and for the future. 

Act Now for Greatest Savings  

Your charitable income tax deduc­tions are one of the few tax planning opportunities totally within your con­trol. Last 

year, Americans took advan­tage of the generous charitable giving tax incentives provided by Congress and gave in record 

numbers.  

By carefully planning your chari­table gifts--and completing them by December 31--you may enjoy the satisfaction of 

giving while in­creasing your tax refund or reducing any taxes you would otherwise owe next April.  

What Should You Give?  

Cash. Charitable gifts are most often made in the form of cash and checks. If you itemize your tax de­ductions, gifts 

of cash can eliminate or reduce tax on up to 50% of your adjusted gross income, 

      Securities.  Making gifts of stocks, bonds, and/or mutual funds in the right way can bring extra tax savings. When mak-

ing such gifts, always consider what the securi­ties originally cost in relation to what they are worth today.  

When securities have increased in value, you should normally transfer them to the charity rather than sell them. When 

owned for more than a year, securities used to fund a gift can be deductible for income tax purposes at full fair market 

value, not just their original cost. Giving in this way also enables you to bypass capital gains tax that would otherwise be 

due if the donated securities were sold.  

If you own securities that have decreased in value since you acquired them, consider selling those securities and making 

a charitable gift of all or a portion of the cash proceeds. In addition to an income tax deduction for the cash contri­bution, 

this creates a loss you may be able to deduct from other taxable income.  

     Life Insurance.  Do you own life insurance policies that have built up cash value but are no longer needed for their in-

tended purpose?  Such policies can make excellent charitable gifts.  In addition to providing income tax savings today, gifts 

of all or a portion of the value of life insurance can also result in significant estate tax savings. 

     Retirement accounts. If you are over the age of 70 1/2, you may want to consider making certain gifts directly from an 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA). As part of the Pension Protection Act of 2006, Congress has made it possible to 

make tax-free charitable gifts from your IRA. Giving in this way assures that these funds will never be subject to income or 

estate tax. This may make it possible to give more at the same or lower cost than in the past.  

     Other assets. You may own real es­tate or certain other properties that could also be good choices for charitable gifts.  

Whether you make your gifts in the form of cash or other property, charitable deductions may serve to reduce your 

taxes for this year and for as many as five future years.  

Your financial services provider can furnish you with additional information and the forms necessary to complete your 

gifts in a timely and tax-efficient way.  

Looking to the Future  

As a result of changes in the tax law, most Americans find they can now leave more to loved ones and/or their charita-

ble interests free of federal estate and gift taxes.  Thinking of your loved ones and thinking of your Church now can benefit 

them in wonderful ways in the future. 
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Return Service  Requested 

Poinsettia orders are due by December 14 th .  

Our Poinsettias will be in 6īò pots with gold foil.  The cost will be $6.75 each.  The colors are red, pink, or 

white star.  

 Please place your order in the offering.  

Red__________           Pink_________           White Star_____________ 

 

In honor of_____________________________________________________ 

 

                      _____________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of___________________________________________________ 

 

                           __________________________________________________ 

 

ITôS AN OLD- FASHIONED CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!  

Bring you family to see angels, stars, shepherds, sheep, Holy family, and wise men and their wonderful offer-

ing to ministry as the S.P.L.A.S.H. children present a Christmas pageant!  

The December 14 th  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT at the 10 a.m. service in the sanctuary is produced by the 

S.P.L.A.S.H. children and is the telling of our Saviorôs coming to earth in song, scripture, poetry recitation, 

and chiming. There will be plenty of carols for all to sing and hear! The children have been working hard since 

early in the school year! Bring you neighbors! Bring you friends! Donôt miss it! 


