
 

        As I share this note with you , the Olympic Games of 2008 are nearly over.  What                   

amazing things we have seen in these games from the opening ceremonies to the winning 

of medals! 

     While we are amazed by the modern day Olympic Games, those of Paul’s world 

were no less spectacular.  In Paul’s day the most famous games were those of Mt. 

Olympus, the Isthmian Games at Corinth and those held at Dephi.   

     I would imagine that it was the Isthmian Games that Paul was most familiar with 

and I would imagine that it is these that he is thinking of as he writes,  “Do you not 

know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in 

such a way that you may win it.” (1 Corinthians 9:24 NRSV) or “Therefore, since we 

are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 

the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 

us,…” Hebrews 12:1-2 (NRSV) 

     The Christian life is a race and no contest is won without determination and disci-

pline.  Are you running for the prize?  Are you running to win?  Are you running with 

perseverance the race that is set before you? 

     Isn’t that the challenge for us today—to run the race to win the prize!  But how can 

we win if we allow so much else to distract us?  How can we win if other things are more important in our lives than 

winning our Christian race?    How can we win if our focus is not zeroed in on Christ our Savior? 

     When we examine our lives are we focused on the prize?  Oh that God were so important to us that He came before 

all else on Sunday morning?  Oh that our faith and that of our Christian brothers and sisters so weighed upon us that we 

determined to aid one another in preparing for and winning the race!  Oh that the souls of our families were as important 

to us as sports on Sunday or the restaurant we are going to eat at after Church or Ohio State football!  Oh that we gave as 

much of ourselves to the building of the Kingdom of God as we give to eating out, fulfilling our hobbies or attending 

sporting events or doing other lesser things in life? 

     Our prize in the Christian race before us is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!  Nothing else is more important 

for us to win!  Do you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that is unhindered by the world?  When you cross 

the finish line of life will God say to you, “Well done good and faithful servant?” 

     The race is before you!  I challenge you to run in such a way that you may win it! 

 

In service to Jesus Christ, 

Dennis Baker 

Lead Pastor 
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I know that everyone joins me in thanking the Youth Mission Team, including the chaperones, for their work in North Carolina, 

for all they did representing Coburn UM Church in the 105 degree heat.  We also thank them for sharing their experiences with us 

on Youth Sunday, August 17. 

 What’s coming up for our youth and children?  Sept. 7, Roxie Parker and I  look forward to training new acolytes.  The 

children must be going into Third grade or above.  They will be dedicated during the 10:00 AM worship service on Sept. 21st.  All 

of our acolytes will be treated to breakfast at McDonalds that same morning, leaving the church at 8:45 AM. 

 The BIG event for September is the KICK OFF CARNIVAL on September 14th from 12:00 noon to 4:00 PM.  Watch for 

specific times for the SPLASH children.  What will happen that day??  Big blow-up equipment, a Velcro wall, corn hole tourna-

ments, games, clowns, food and drinks, popcorn, cotton candy, snow cones and lots and lots of fun.  Since we’ll be celebrating 

Grandparents Day, they (grandparents) and parents are welcome and encouraged to come…bring a chair! In case of rain, we’ll 

hold the KICK OFF on Sept. 21st. 

 Youth should check with their schools for information about “See You At The Pole on Wednesday, September 24th. 

Regular youth meetings will begin September 21st with Open Gym at 5:30 PM and our meeting in the Youth room from 6:00 to 

7:00 PM.  Expect some different events and fun activities as we learn more about being and making disciples for Jesus Christ. 

 Sunday School is so vital to our faith, fellowship and growing in wisdom and knowledge.  We’re encouraging all of our 

youth, 7th through 12th grades to be in Sunday School. 

 Looking ahead, there will be the annual Chili Cook-Off in October and ATF… “Acquire The Fire” The end of October 

and beginning of November.  Let’s make this an outstanding youth year.  God is good! 

 

  In His Love and Service, 

  Pastor Doris 

 

 

We are putting together an updated file for our children, youth and college students at Coburn United Methodist 

Church.  We would appreciate it if everyone would fill out this form.  Thanks! Cinda Cooper, Lori Lee, Pastor Doris. 

                    Parents _______________________________________Phone_____________________ 

                    Address_________________________________________________________________ 

                    e-mail address____________________________________________________________ 

        Children                                          Address                              Birth date         Age                Grade                      School 
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Ý Sunday, September 7  Coburn Church Homecoming celebrating 180 

years of ministry.  The morning worship will be followed by an afternoon of 

potluck, fellowship, ice cream, old fashioned games and more.  The church 

will provide the meat and drinks.  We invite you to bring a covered dish and 

we invite you to dress in old fashioned costume, if you have the courage.  For 

this day, be sure to invite one or more of the folks we have not seen at Coburn Church for years!  Or invite a 

neighbor!  Make this a very special day of blessing! 

Ý Sunday September 14 is Grandparents Sunday.  Send in those photos of grandchildren for this day.  Also, 

the Coburn Crew for youth and S.P.L.A.S.H. for children will kick off their fall ministries with a carnival fol-

lowing the 10 AM worship. There will be hot dogs, cotton candy along with Blow-up equipment, games, Velcro 

wall and much more. Splash 11:30 to 1:00 and the youth 12:00 to 4:00. Bring your children, grandchildren and 

neighbor children!  All are welcome!  If it rains, activities will move to Sunday, September 21.  

Ý Tuesday, September 2.   MOPS—Mothers of Preschoolers- Donôt miss the upcoming opportunities this 

September for preschoolers will begin with an ice cream party at the shelter house beginning at 6:30 PM.  

MOPS will meet on the first and third Tuesdays each month. 

Ý Saturday, September 6  Square Dance sponsored by the Youth Adult Ministries. 

Ý a carnival  

Ý Thursday, September 25  Light The Night  Help fight blood diseases by sharing in Light the Night at OU-

Zanesville beginning at 5:30 PM.  Let’s have the largest team present!!! 

Ý Saturday, October 25  PK Adventure  Men, put this event on your calendar and plan to be a part for the first 

of a three part event to take place on this date, January 31, and April 4.  Let’s seek to be men for Christ! 

Ý Watch for information on ñFireproof Your Marriage!ò   

Ý Beginning in September we will renew our partnership with the YMCA with: 

Aerobics beginning September 8 at 5:45 PM & September 10 at 5:45 PM 

Silver Sneakers beginning September 10 at 10 AM 

Pilates beginning September 14 at 4 PM 

Watch for other activities for children.  All YMCA activities are open to Coburn members at a discount.  Call 

the YMCA at 453-9622 to sign up for adult or childrenôs activities or for more information. 

 

SOME UPCOMING  EVENTS:  



B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R SA R I E S  F O R  O C T O B E R 
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1. Scott Gutridge, Susan Larson, Roy Smith, Candy Walter, Roy & Betty Smith (w), Andy & Sue Tabler (w) 

2. John & LuAnn Shaeffer (w) 

3. Larry Ball, Andrew Cox, Jeff Hickman 

4. Donna Price 

5. Neva Jones, Melanie Mast, Amanda Messerschmidt, Debra Mosure, Thelma Reese, Sarah Sands, Dick Bennett 

6. Irene Baron 

7. Carly Howard, Eva Sieber, Emil Pisch 

8. John Bogard, Karen Bogard, Richard Gutridge, Charlotte Price, 

9. Kevin Girton, Kathy Fleming 

11. Joyce Archer, Heather Krause, Jenna Kreager, Mike & Roxanne Watts (w), Jim & Leann Horton (w) 

12. Ruth Smith 

13. Becky Coulter, Faith Fisher, Hope Fisher, 

14. Ray Walker, Bob & Gayle Howard (w) 

15. Lori Clapper, Matt & Tina Denny (w) 

16. Gene Fike, Charles Irvin, Karen Sommers, Dorothy Sue Painter 

17. Becky Flowers 

19. Glenna Boetcher, Erla Factor, Heath White, Betty Wiechert, Aimie Wilson, Hannah Thomas 

20. Judy Frash, Emily Shaeffer, Nick & Shelly Dorr (w) 

21. Ryan Driggs, Jim Lucas, Jim McCloy, June Mercer, Dale & Jane Carr (w), Dan & Debbie Brown (w),                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Tony & Kathy Robinson (w) 

22. Brad Blair 

23. Doris Ardrey, Lisa Burkhart, Adam & Tabitha McKenzie (w) 

24. Pauline Brock, Dan Brown, Sonny & Heather Krause (w) 

25. Ruth Ann Clapper, Jan Felumlee 

26. Doug Reynolds 

27. Ron Harrison, Ralph Nixon, Greg & Julie Clossman (w) 

28. Brandyn Ford, Deanna Williams 

29. Rod Darner, Gayle Howard, Barbara Lewis, Rick Miller, Neil Richards, Gainel Rogers 

 31. Dorothy Bussemer 

   The Church office including the Food Pantry will be closed on Fridays starting August 29th. 
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     It is with sadness mixed with joy that Suzanne Burg’s last Sunday was August 24th.   While we are deeply 

saddened by her leaving our ministry team after 8 ½ years, we are glad that she is entering a new phase of her 

life focused on family and opportunity. 

     Suzanne shared with our Staff Parish Committee these words, “It has been my goal throughout these 8 ½ 

years to humble myself and exalt God through music ministry.  I have always felt appreciated by the congrega-

tion and have felt that my music offerings have been accepted as worship offerings.”  Certainly each of us can 

attest to being blessed and inspired by the ministry of Suzanne with us! 

     We are glad that Suzanne and Jerry will remain with us in our congregation and that Suzanne will continue 

to work with the S.P.L.A.S.H. Singers.  On those Sundays that the Burgs are not with us, Suzanne shares that 

they will be spending them with parents and family.  Suzanne also shares that, “While they are still active I 

would like to be able to attend church with them (parents).  I long to be available to attend church with my 

daughter and her husband who live on the west side of Columbus.!” 

     Thank you Suzanne for sharing these years in wonderful ministry with us!  Your ministry and talent will be 

missed by all in the Coburn family! 

      The officers and members of Church Women United, thank you and your church members, most warmly for the use of   

your church kitchen and dining room for our baked steak dinner on Saturday June 14th. —-  Jane Price Secretary 

       Thank you Coburn Church for the graduation gift.   I have really appreciated everything that 

you have done for me the past few years.  Also most importantly for all your love and support!  

                                         —- Leah Burt  

     Thanks for your prayers for my mother Patty Sheppard, sister of Marlene Hoskinson. She 

needs a lot of prayers for healing. She is out of the hospital and now at Autumn Care Home, Rm.108.—-            

Daughter, Pam Sheppard Shank 

      Thank you for helping to make the Kelloggôs Annual 5K, a great event.  Your donation helped to make the day a great   

success!  — Tim Simon, Safety Director (Kellogg Zanesville Plant) 

      Bob and Barbara Mahaffey would like to thank their Coburn Church family for the prayers, cards and expressions of   

sympathy in the passing of Bob’s brother Don Mahaffey 

In memory of Harold Parmater by Marjorie Imhausen Circle 

In memory of Betty Clark by Betty Wiechert 

In memory of Bill Schmidt by Lolita Burt, Billie Stuck 
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The next Senior trip will be September 20th.  We will visit the Ohio Valley Opry House in McConnels-

ville.  It will be the 8th Anniversary Show.    We will be entertained by Donny Boggs and many other spe-

cial guests. We will have dinner at the Old Corral Restaurant.  We still have spaces available but they are 

filling up quickly.  If you wish go join us call Max or Susan Russell at 450-4266 

Join in a time of meaningful worship, inspired 

teaching, and great fellowship that is sure to recharge 

your spiritual batteries. North Terrace Church of Christ is 

sponsoring the second annual seniors (50+) retreat to be 

held on September 16th from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm. The 

event includes a continental breakfast, lunch, four nation-

ally known speakers, worship and a concert. The cost is 

$25.00 and registration (limited to the first 300) must be 

received by September 12.  Speakers topics include, “The 

Bible says nothing about retirement”; 

“Does my example lead or mislead 

younger Christians?”  “Can I be an effec-

tive soul winner?” And “The message is 

the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  You may pick 

up a registration form at the Welcome Center desk, from 

Roxanne Watts, or their website www.ntcoc.org 

Sept. 17,  7:00 p.m. General meeting Hostess: 

Edna Rae Circle.  Program: Marge Imhausen Cir-

cle "For The Love of Children"     Barbara 

Mahaffey 

Election of Officers 

  

Edna Rae Sidwell Circle, Sept 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Hostess: Jo Ann Cox and Bev Bronkar 

  

Mildred Butler Circle  Sept. 15, 12:30 p.m. 

Hostesses: Betty Wiechert, Pauline Brock 

Devotions: Carolyn Smith 

Program: Iris Eppley 

  

Marge Imhausen Circle  Sept 10  1:00 p.m. 

Hostesses: Barbara Mosure, Kelly Fisher, Shirley 

McCoid 

Devotions: Kathy LeMasters 

Program: Barbara Mahaffey "Public Education for 

the Love of Children" 

Table Grace: Kathy Zimmerman 

Bring food for the Church Pantry 
 The Doug Miller family in the loss of Doug's father, Herman 

Miller on July 28th. 

Debbie Kinzer & Rob Manning in the loss of Debbie's mother. 

 To Iris Eppley for winning first place at the Ohio State 

Fair with her Championship spinning wool fleece!  She 

has won this honor for four consecutive years.  Watch 

for the lovely shawl she's made of her championship 

wool yarn. 

     The United Methodist Women have voted not to have 

a bazaar this fall.  In the past our proceeds which usually 

exceed $3,000 have been given to mission projects.    

When we first talked about this a few ladies said they 

would give $100 instead of working at a bazaar.   

     Everyone is invited to consider this option.  $100 

would be wonderful or $50 would be great.  Our Treas-

urer Yvonne Jackson, or our president Iris Eppley will be 

happy to receive your gifts. 
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Thank you everyone who helped at the fair or behind the scenes!  Every-

one did a wonderful job.  The Fair Stand was a huge success. We will be 

able to use the money raised to do Godõs Work.   We took in  $22,209.69 this year, 

last year we took in $16,500 .  We still have to take out our expenses.  Wow, what a 

great job!   We have planned a celebration.  Tom and Pam Maxwell will be hosting a 

wiener roast at their house on September 27th at 6:30.  Everyone is invited who 

helped with the fair in any way.  Those who baked pies, worked at the stand and in the 

kitchen at the church, prayed for our success or took others regular jobs so they could 

be at the fair or donated items.  Come and help us celebrate.  Hot dogs and buns will 

be furnished.  Bring a covered dish and la lawn chair.  The Fair Stand gives us a great 

opportunity to be Disciples for  Jesus.                  The Fair Stand Committee 


